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"Dignity in Care must be everybody's business. I hope people will step up to this challenge and do whatever is in their power to make a difference."

Sir Michael Parkinson, National Dignity Ambassador

Writer and broadcaster Sir Michael Parkinson has been travelling the country looking at how older people are supported and looked after. His report highlighted the good things that he saw.

For Kent, dignity is a high priority and Kent County Council works hard to bring a better quality of life to older people and anyone who is getting care.

On Thursday 25 February, Kent will be marking Dignity Action Day in a number of ways.

· At Joseph Hadlum Court in Ashford, dignity champion, Angela Thomas is helping to organise a visit from the local primary school. Children from Ashford St Mary’s Primary School will visiting the scheme to ask the older people about their memories as part of a project. 

· At Doubleday Lodge care centre in Sittingbourne, dignity champion Teresa Baverstock is helping to organise a visit by music therapist, a Deal or No Deal game and beauty treatments. 

· At Kiln Court in Faversham, local schoolchildren will be visiting to show how to use the Nintendo Wii. 

· At West View in Tenterden, a party is taking place in the evening with karaoke and a singalong. 

Other events are taking place in Ashford, Cranbrook, Deal, Dover, Folkestone, Sheerness and Sittingbourne. Visit the Department of Health care networks website to see the map of events and search for Kent to get more information.

KCC Cabinet member for Kent Adult Social Services, Graham Gibbens, said: “Supporting and caring for people is not simply about doing tasks. It is also, crucially, about giving people time and attention – treating them with respect and the dignity.

“Those receiving care have every bit as much right to this respect and dignity as anyone else. Kent County Council is committed to treating people with dignity and we would expect anyone working with us to share this commitment.”

Kent County Council is taking its commitment to dignity a step forward in its dementia care. By early 2011 there will be new dementia friendly extension developed in Folkestone – a centre of excellence that will include an 8 bedded respite/assessment unit (all en-suite), a 15-place day centre operating seven days a week and an integrated health and social care service for people with dementia and their carers. This centre will be built at the Broadmeadow integrated care centre site.

Dignity Action Day on Thursday 25 February is a way to 

· raise awareness of the importance of dignity in care 

· provide someone with an extra special day 

· remind society that the dignity of those in your community is not the sole responsibility of health or social care staff- everyone has a role to play 

· remind the public that staff have a right to be treated with dignity and respect too 

· be part of a national celebration and demonstrate solidarity for Dignity in Care. 

