DIGNITY IN CARE CAMPAIGN – KEY NEWS FOR MINISTERS – NOV 2009

Campaign highlights in November

· We celebrated our 3rd anniversary. On the day we: 
· Published the results of an independent review of the dignity campaign, undertaken by Opinion Leader. The review found that since the campaign launched, dignity is seen as a higher priority, Dignity Champions are making a difference and metrics for dignity are steadily improving; 
· Sent every care home and domiciliary care provider in the country a free copy of the ‘With Respect’ training pack; 
· Published a dignity in care guide for Overview and Scrutiny Committees. 
· At our Social Innovation Camp Workshops, Dignity Champions wowed us with some great ideas for using the web to promote dignity 
· Over 250 people a week continue to join the campaign and we now have over 11,000 Dignity Champions

Positive stakeholder action 
· Royal College of Physicians are promoting dignity through improved continence care and have released findings from two in-depth studies of continence care of elderly residents in hospitals and nursing homes. 

· Womens Royal Voluntary Service (WRVS) are running a My Life, My Story Campaign challenging Britain to join forces to remove outdated stereotypes of old age.
· A Dignified Revolution have been running free dignity and human rights workshops for staff and the public.
Recent success stories 

· A Dignity champion from Mid Yorkshire Hospitals NHS Trust, Wakefield has produced a DVD to help others to understand the treatment of dementia, looking at common problems and giving helpful suggestions and solutions. They also speak at a number of forums and conferences promoting dignity and the DVD.
· London region brought together over 300 key local stakeholders, from all sectors, to stimulate London-wide action to put dignity into practice.

· North Yorkshire and York Community and Mental Health Services, speech and language therapy sector, and Belvidere care home in Dudley were recognised at local awards for their outstanding achievements in providing high, quality dignified care.

· Bradford Metropolitan Borough Council are investing locally in their Dignity Champions and working with them to develop a strong Bradford based network of champions and plans for a local whistle-blowing scheme. 

Next month (Dec) campaign highlights

· We take action to engage champions in driving forward the National Dementia Strategy

· (Subject to approval) we launch the People’s Award for Dignity in Care 2010

