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Dignity in Care is a national campaign aimed at ensuring people in care, or who are being cared for by loved ones at home, are treated as individuals, are given a choice, control and a sense of purpose in their daily lives.
Research shows that carers can, despite their best efforts, struggle to interact and engage with people who are suffering from certain illnesses and so this campaign aims to help break through these issues to help ensure those in care enjoy as good a quality of life as possible.

A campaign has been launched by the Department of Health to ensure the significance of Dignity in Care is re-enforced to carers across the country.

In Worcestershire the commitment to training care staff and providing service users with a good quality of life is ongoing and, whilst Dignity Action Day is designated to February 25, the authority's Adult and Social Care team's commitment to re-enforcing these messages never ends.

But to help them raise more awareness of the importance of Dignity in Care this year the team have enlisted the help of a young musician who is providing the soundtrack locally to the national campaign. Alanna Boden, 21, has written and produced a song called 'Hello', which is being used by staff to help them raise awareness ahead of Dignity Action Day on 25th February.

The CD will be used for training purposes in the future and Alanna will also be visiting the Timberdine Resource Centre during the build up to Dignity Action Day.

Cllr Philip Gretton, Worcestershire County Council's Cabinet Member for Adult and Community Services, said: "I was really surprised to find myself moved by the words of the song and its music. Many of us rarely see very vulnerable and frail people since we don’t regularly visit care homes, hospital wards or see such people where they are supported to live in their own homes.

"We assume or hope that these people are cared for with dignity, especially in the knowledge that we ourselves may be in the same situation in the future. The song "Hello" makes an eloquent plea on behalf of those receiving care to be treated as people with feelings, preferences and opinions."


"Worcestershire County Council is committed to supporting care homes in providing excellent levels of personalised care. The Care Services Quality Team are supporting homes in raising the quality of care delivered to older people and are offering training and guidance in achieving real improvements – making a difference and seeing that change is inspirational .

"As part of raising awareness we have worked with a local singer/songwriter Alanna Boden to produce a CD that will bring the dignity message in a meaningful way to the public and in particular the younger generation of care workers in Worcestershire."

Dignity Action Day - 25th February, 2010

Dignity Action Day gives everyone the opportunity to contribute to upholding people's rights to dignity and provide a truly memorable day for people receiving care. Dignity Action Day aims to ensure people in care are treated as individuals, are given choice, control and a sense of purpose in their daily lives and provide stimulating activities. Dignity Action Day asks everybody - members of the public and Health and Social Care staff to give the gift of time. We can all make a difference!

"Dignity in Care must be everybody's business. I hope people will step up to this challenge and do whatever is in their power to make a difference."
Sir Michael Parkinson, National Dignity Ambassador
Supporting Dignity Action Day will

· Raise awareness of the importance of Dignity in Care 

· Provide someone with an extra special day 

· Remind society that the dignity of those in your community is not the sole responsibility of health or social care staff- everyone has a role to play 

· Remind the public that staff have a right to be treated with dignity and respect too 

· Be part of a national celebration and demonstrate solidarity for Dignity in Care 

For more information visit www.dhcarenetworks.org.uk/dignityincare/
