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Councillors take Dignity in Care pledge 
All 77 members of Lincolnshire County Council are making a pledge to ensure that people in care are treated with dignity – and they want Lincolnshire residents to join them.
To mark Dignity Action Day on Thursday 25 February, councillors have signed up to the Dignity in Care Campaign, which looks to change the culture of care services by placing a greater emphasis on compassion and respect. 
Spearheaded for the last year by Dignity Ambassador Sir Michael Parkinson, the campaign aims to create a care system which takes a zero-tolerance approach towards the abuse of older people. However, the campaign is not just for those people in the health and social care professions – it is for anyone who wants to stand up for the rights of people in care.  
Councillor Graham Marsh, Executive Member for Adult Social Care, said:

“Lincolnshire County Council is one of very few local authorities in the country that can claim that all its members are Dignity Champions. We believe being treated with dignity isn’t an optional extra – it’s a basic human right. By joining this campaign, we are recognising the contribution older people have made to our society and making a commitment to create a care system characterised by compassion and respect.
“However, we also want to inspire local people to lend their support to the campaign. Being a Dignity Champion is not intended to require lots of time and energy. It’s about taking small steps to transform services by supporting people and organisations in providing dignified care. For example, even commending staff on a personal level for respecting dignity helps the campaign. Therefore, we urge you to make the pledge on Dignity Action Day.”   
Each Dignity Champion’s role varies depending on their knowledge, influence and the type of work they are involved in. Champions choose how active they want to be – there are no requirements to be met. To find out more about the Dignity in Care Campaign or to sign up, please visit www.dignityincare.org.uk or telephone 020 7972 4007.
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