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16 February 2010

Are you doing something to highlight Dignity in Care Action Day on February 25? As part of the day, Bromley Council are asking for any stories that highlight some of the great ways people in the borough are giving their time to help neighbours, family or friends who need care. This can be from a simple thing like being a good neighbour and taking time to sit and talk; to giving help with the shopping, garden or home. Or it could be offering to drive someone to their place of worship or visit friends. So often it’s the little things that make such a difference to a person’s dignity when they need care and support. 

Bromley Council is also asking health and social care professionals to tell it about the ways they are celebrating the day to ensure it is a memorable one for the people they care and support, with a mystery prize for the best story or photo of the event. 

And the Council is running a dignity in care poster campaign with credit card size handouts to highlight and promote dignity for vulnerable people in our community. 

So if you are doing anything to celebrate Dignity in Care Action Day on February 25 please let Bromley Council know on 020 8313 4283. 

Said Graham Arthur, Executive Councillor for Adult and Community Services: 

“Dignity is about maintaining a sense of self worth, feeling listened to and able to make choices and having your needs met with compassion. We all have that right, whatever stage we are in life. Celebrating Dignity in Care Day is about reminding all of us that dignity should be everybody’s business and should be at the heart of everything we do when people need our care and support.” 

ENDS 

Notes to editors: 

· The national Dignity in Care Campaign was launched by in November 2006. It aims to stimulate a national debate around dignity in care and create a care system where there is zero tolerance of abuse and disrespect of adults. It is led by Government in partnership with many organisations that provide and commission care and protect the interests of those using care services and their carers.  

· Sir Michael Parkinson joined the campaign as the National Dignity Ambassador in May 2008 to help raise the profile of the campaign by bringing it to the attention of the public.  

· For media enquiries, please contact Amanda.Day@bromley.gov.uk , Communications Officer, on 020 8313 4390.

